Meakin Revisited...

By Eleanor Washbum
Member of the Educatlon Commitiee
Tea Leaf Club International

The original Alfred Meakin Survey was prescnted on July
30, 1988 ut the 9th annual Tea Leaf Club Conventlon in Evans-
vilie, Indiana. In January, 1991 the conventlon prescntation
was published for the membership by the Educatlon Commit-
tee. Since that time, additional body styles, as well as differ-
ent and newly discovered fiems by Alfred Meakin have been
found by Tea Leal members,

Since the original printing was published over 10 years ago,
this articte is Intended o review and update the Allred Meakin
saga.

I truly doubt that any one of our active collector members
are without al least a piece or two of Tea Leaf potted by Alfted
Meakin In thelr collections. Many members collect only Alfred
Meakin pieces, and there's a very good reason for their col-
lecting preference.

He was, in iy opinion, the most prolific of Tea Leafllnoncrs.
The stacks ol plates and platters we find today are likely to be
stamped with the Alfred Meakin mark.

To quote the original Alfted Meakin Sutvey, "Alfred Meakin
came about his potting business honorably. He was related (o
the Pearsons, Ridgeways, Johnsons and other Meakins, all
noted potters in the late 18th and 19th century in Stafford-
shire, England.”

The famlly tree (?agc 104, Staffordshire History by Joslah C.
Wedgewood, pubished 1913} shows that Allred Meakin was
the son of Jaries Meakin, Master Polter of Hanley, and the
brother of Charles, Janies and George () and G) Meakin, alt
famlliar names to fronstone collectors.

He first purchased the Royal Albert Pottery Works In the
carly 1870's—the exact date of purchase varies from author
to author. He then purchased the Victoria Works and the
Highgate Potiery, all located In the Tunstall Distelct of Stafford-
shire, Great (Euamilics of very good quality ironstone were
produced in these potterles for perhaps a thirty year perlod.

Alfted Meakin was known Lo be ambltious, possessing good
busingss judgment as well as good marketing skills. Timing
was ilso to his advantage as he entercd the potting business
when there was a greal demand for table warcs ftom the
Amcrlcan market,

His innovative and intelligent approach Lo the poiting pro-

cess led to the use of newer Industrial equipment thus im-
proving the quality and process of potting Ironstone.
Jewitts Ceramic Art of Great Britain by Geo{liey Godden stated
that the Meakln Company (relerring to Alired Meakln) had
become one of Britain's foreniost manufaciurers of good rl:lailly
Ironstone and semi-porcelain In the lalter part of the 19th cen-
tury in Tunstall. It was also stated that he was an energetc,
benevolent man of High ideals.

Alfred Meakin died In 1904 and the ntakIng of Tea Leaf was
discontinued in the Meakin polteries In 1910

On the followlng pages are examples of popular, well known
body styles polted by Alfred Meakin. They are presented In
alphabetlcal order by body style: Bamboo, Beaded Tracery, Bro-

cade, Chelsea, Fishhook, Scroll, Simple Pear, and Miscellancous. Photos
from thelr collectlons have been contributed by members, as well as others
pulled from oor photo archive files.

This Meakin collection belongs to Ethel Teegarden, mother of Linda
McElwee, grandmother of Rebecca McElwee. There are many lovely picces,
Inc}uding an aimost complele set of Scroll, Mrs. Teegarden's favorite body
style.

{lnda tells us that her mother started her collection with a soup tureen
undertray or stand in Scroll and has continued to collect siiice 1963 when
she acquired her Great Grandmother Butler's collection, Great Grandmother
Butler used her Tea Leal, Meakin Bamboo, for everyday use,

Linda's own vollectlon was stacted with six plece from her grandmother'’s
collection. How fortunate 1o have those wonderful link and memories of
family treasures from the pastl

Now tuen the page and view beautilul examples ol Meakin’s potting mastery.
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Above, Soup Tureen and Ladle {Collectlon of
Eleanor Washburn); below, Tea Set from col-
lection of Jane Washburn,

Bamboo name comes from the shape of the
applied and decorated handles which re-
semble bamboo stems,

Bead@d
Tracery

Neiw discovcgy since the original Meakin Sur-
vey is Beaded Tracery. Mike & Marie Compton
found these cups and saucers in a rall in St
Charles, lllineis In 1999, They had all white,
undecorated pieces In this bedy style but
these cups and saucers seem 1o be the first
found with Tea Leaf motlF.

Fhe marks on these pieces are Alfred Meakin,
Ltd, After 1897, perhaps or possibly hls last
body style,

Now, let's all look In our cupboards and
maybe we can uncover morell|

Brocade

Name comes from delicate ralsed design that
cnclrcles the horizontal ridge above the base
of hollowware picces,

Above, Charla & Charles Warner's Brocade

Chowder Bowl, Anyone have an extra ladle?
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BE@C&d@ (Continued)

These three photos are {rom acchive files.

Chelsea

The Chelsea body style is characterized by
its oval appearance, vertical fluling, ornate
handles, a plain base with coner lustre band,
and usually a large 'Tea Leal.

Below s photo from Bob Skinner showing
his bowl with measurements of 1-1/2” deep,
7-3/8™ dlameter. He says it looks llke a small
pie plale.

Above, Eleanor Washburn's Chelsea bone
dish. Below photoe [rom our archive files.

Fishhook

Alfred Meakin referred to this shape as
"square shape" afthough the hollowware Is
rcctau%ular. The use of the term “squarc” was
osslbly from square corners, Vertical corner
uting Is also characteristic of the hollov-
ware, Fishhiook nomenclature comes from the
fishhook-like copper lustre decoratlon on the
handles of hollowware and the flat cake plate,
relishes, and perliaps other pleces.
Below is a file photo of a Fishhook bath set.

In the next column are photos of two differ-
ent Fishhook slop Jars In the colfection of
Valerle & Al Glorgl. Val says: "Notlce the
dome lid on one and the handles and how
diffecent this slop Jar s from the other with
sifencer and turned dowan handles.”

Thé remainder of the Fishhook photos ire
from the archive Qiles.

Above, 4-piece soup turgen and sauce tu-
reens. On page 4, covered vegetable, round
soup tureen, butterdish, set of five match-
ing pltchers, tea set and lidded chamberpot—
it's all beawtiful Alfred Meak!n Fishhook!
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FiShh@ @k (Continued)

Scroll

Scroll is belleved to be the oldest of Alfred
Meakin's body styles. It Is characterized by a
heavy body, plain; simple designs, oval and
pear shaped,

On page 1 you saw Iwo cupboards which
contain the large Meakln Scroll collection of
Ethel Teegarden, mother of Linda McElwee
and grandmother of Rebecca McElwee.
Below are photos of Mrs, Tceﬁardcn's 4-plece
Scroll soup tureen, covered buteer dish, and
a palr of relish dishes—pickle and mitten.

From Chris Welnbrenner's collection (above
next colunin:z Scroll comipote (a present from
Carl), and beawtiful Sceoll cake plate.
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SC ]f@]].]]. {Contintted)

Simple Pémf

This body style by Meakin has been discov-
ered since the original Meakin Survey. The
butter dish, circa 1880, below s from the
collectlon of Vic & Peggy Regnaud. It was
purchased at an auction 1n Lexington, Ken-
lucky in 1996,

Mike & Marie Compton question if their ce-
real size bow! Is Simple Pear or Chelsea, but
we're llsting It here. Comments, please,

From our photo archive files, the followlng:

Please let us know If more pleces In this body
style have been found.

Meakin This
‘n’ That

From the collection of Bob Skinner, Meakin
cups and saucers In graded slzes: LtoR, cup
size—2-3/4" helght, 3" diameter; 2-7/8"
leight, 3-1/16" diameter; 3-1/16" height, 3-
172" diameter; 3-1/2" helght, 3-13/16" di-
ameter,

Above, Meakin saucer (?), heavy lronstone,
5" dlameter, 7/8" helglit, In the collecilon of
Bob Skinner. Bob says it Is cupped out, not
flat, not & saucer {sée photo below).

Below, from the photo archive files,
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Gl\/[gegukin This
It’l F halt {Continued)

About the photos (all [rom archive Rles):
1eft, top 10 bottom: Meakin cake plates & Bro-
cade covered butter disl;

Senate Shape cake plate;

Deep compote (9” x 5-5/8") and Boston

cga cup (4" x 1-3/4") from collectlon of
Eleanor Washburn;

Nauitilus spoon warmer;

above: Toothbrush, unknown body style:
Hot water jug, unknown body style; and
Master waste jar (Fishhook?)

Above,
Squauy
chps &
saucers

Lefl,
Ewer:
Ua-
known
bady
style,
chain
link
style
handle

References:

Grandmna’s Tea Legf Ironstone by Annise
Heaivilin

Old China by Minnie Watson Kamm

Ironstone China, China Clussics [V by
l.arry Freeman

Encyclopedia of Dritish Pottery and Porce-
lain Aarks by Geollrey Godden

Ceramic Art of Great Britan by Lewlleyn
Jewitt

Staffordshire Pottery by Josiah Wedgewood
& Thomas H. Ormsbee

Staffordshire History by Josiah Wedgewood,
1913

English Stgffordshire, China Classic by
Serry Wood

Jewitr's Ceramic Art ¢f Great Britain by
Geoffrey Godden, 1972

A Second Look ag White Ironstone by
fean Wetherbee

Alfred Meakin, A Survey, Contvention
Presentation, 1988 by Eleanor Washburn

Credits and special thanks to those who have shared hotos and storles front tiwlr col-
lections: Linda McElwee, Bob Skinner, Val Glorgl, Charles & Charla Warner, Vic & Peggy-
: Rgg_naudl Mlke & Marl,e,Compton}, Jane Washbu{n; and _phrls Welnbrenner, ~

&/Educational Supplement: Meakin Revislted/January 2001




